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I. Businesses reopening and exceptional, temporary scheme
for discount sales

When the state of emergency was declared, most commercial establishments and services that did
not sell essential goods or provide essential services had to close.

This situation changed when the state of emergency ended on May 3, 2020, and the strategy for
lifting the lockdown measures was approved through Resolution of the Council of Ministers 33-
C/2020 of April 30. This strategy involves the gradual reopening of businesses and services in
accordance with the size of the establishment.

Stores with a street entrance and a surface area of up to 200 m? already opened on May 4, while
those with a street entrance and a surface area of up to 400 m? or parts of them (or larger, if allowed
by the local authorities) opened on May 18. All others (larger than 400 m? or in malls) will only be able
to open from June 1.

However, it is obvious that commercial establishments that remained closed or whose activity was
halted were unable to clear out their respective products, directly or through the services provided,
and have accumulated unsold inventories. Therefore, it is crucial for them to sell their stock, not
only to clear and renew their products, but also to boost their economic activity.

In this context, the government has just approved an exceptional, temporary scheme for discount
sales through Decree Law 20-E/2020 of May 12.

This decree temporarily excludes the application of the rules set out in Decree Law 70-2007 of March
26, on commercial practices for discounts in retail sales in commercial establishments, establishing
more favorable rules.

Discount sales held in May and June 2020 will not be included in the annual maximum period of 124
days established in article 10.1 of Decree Law 70/2007. Economic operators are also exempt, during
these two months, from issuing the informative statement to the Food and Economic Safety
Authority required by section 10.5 of Decree Law 70/2007.
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Cuatrecasas has created the Task Force Coronavirus, a multidisciplinary team that focuses on analyzing the
current crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. For more information on the contents of this document,
you can contact our Task Force at TFcoronavirusPT@cuatrecasas.com or get in touch with your usual

contact at Cuatrecasas. You can read our publications and attend our webinars through our website.
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Information on the processing of your personal data

Data Controller: Cuatrecasas, Gongalves Pereira & Associados, Sociedade de Advogados, SP, RL (“Cuatrecasas
Portugal”).

Purposes: management of use of the website, applications, and/or your relationship with Cuatrecasas Portugal, including
the delivery of information on new legislative developments and events promoted by Cuatrecasas Portugal.

Legal basis: Cuatrecasas’s legitimate interest and/or, when applicable, the data subject’s consent.

Recipients: third parties to whom Cuatrecasas Portugal is contractually or legally obligated to transfer the data, as well
as companies in its business group.

Rights: data access, rectification, erasure, objection to, portability, and/or restriction of processing, as described in the
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For more detailed information on how we process your data, access our data protection policy.
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